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young Swedish officers whom the court of Versailles
received most kindly, he might have thought himself
in his own country. Never had Marie Antoinette
been more amiable and more charming. Marmontel
and Gr^try's "Awakened Sleeper" was acted with
fine scenery and brilliant ballets. After the play in
the delightful little theatre, supper was served in
the English garden, under the trees, which were illu-
minated by colored lanterns and fireworks. The
Queen would not take a seat at the table, being
anxious to do all the honors to her guests. All the
ladies were dressed in white. It was, as Gustavus
himself said, a real scene from fairyland, a sight
worthy of the Elysian Fields.

At the sjame time the King wrote the following
letter to Louis XVI.: " Two friends ought to talk
over their common interests with perfect frankness,
and when two kings, like ourselves, are personally ac-
quainted, it behooves our dignity that we treat with
each other directly. . . . Having been educated since
my tenderest infancy in a firm friendship for France,
and having been strengthened in this feeling by that
of the late King, Louis XV., which he manifested in
the most perilous moments of my life, my most con-
stant aim has been to testify to him, as also to Your
Majesty, my sincere gratitude and my desire to per-
petuate the union which has so long existed between
our two countries."

The journey of Gustavus III. proves the high posi-
tion then held by France in the eyes of foreign nar